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From Jaffa Gate to Sheikh
Jarrah —=The March

i !

July 15, 2011: More than 3,000 people march in Jerusalem to support Palestinian independence.
The march was organized by the Sheikh Jarrah Solidarity Movement.

by Robin Bishop

Palestine Israel Journal (PI]) is the
Muste Institute’s newest sponsored project.
This article, about a July 15 march in
Jerusalem  supporting recognition of
independence for Palestine, was originally
published in PIJ's blog on July 20. The
author is Robin Bishop, a student at the
University of Amsterdam who is visiting
Israel and Palestine and working as an
intern at PIJ.

On my way to university in
Amsterdam I cycle past ‘the dam’, the
central square in the city, where they
have many protests on all sorts of
issues. I always see some sort of media
attention so I always assume the
protesters are getting their message
across.

Here in Israel I have heard of
protesters getting arrested, shot at with
tear gas and shot at with rubber bullets.
This seemed quite an extreme reaction to
the “non-violence” way of protesting that
everyone here seems to be practicing.

I have never protested before simply

because I have never been so exposed to
a situation as I am now. Four weeks has
shown me what is happening in this
country, how the Palestinians are being
oppressed and being denied basic
human rights. How they are being
literally “removed” from their houses.
In Sheikh Jarrah, Palestinians are being
forcefully removed from their homes
with no legitimate reason. They are
given no suitable alternative place to
live and have to resort to sleeping in
tents or with family and neighbors. If
that is not bad enough they get to watch
settlers happily move into their homes

only moments after they were evicted.
This is not only happening in Sheikh
Jarrah but all over the Palestinian
territories. The demonstration was thus in
solidarity with all the Palestinians who
are under occupation. I had heard here
and there that it was an illegal
demonstration or that only Arabs would
be arrested. To be honest I wasn’t nervous
at all, they were expecting over 3,000
continued on page 2

September I, 2011
Dear Friends,

Many thanks to all of you who gave
generously in response to the May letter
from activist Maria Delgado. Your
donations to the Muste Institute sustain a
multitude of grassroots projects for social
justice at home and abroad. If you missed
Maria’s letter, you can still read it on our
website. Please contribute as much as you
can. We know times are tough, and your
support means more than ever.

In this issue of Muste Notes we bring
you two new sponsored projects—
Palestinian Center for Human Rights and
Palestine Israel Journal—and re-introduce
you to the International Solidarity
Movement, which joined the ranks of our
sponsored projects five years ago. You can
also read about our exciting new
nonviolence training grants in Africa,
Eastern Europe and the Middle East.

For those eager to hear about what's
going on with the Peace Pentagon, we hope
to bring you good news in the next issue of
Muste Notes. In the meantime, please
check the building page of our website for
updates.

Thanks for your support!

‘gg:skin

Co-Director

eanne Strole
Co-Director
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Celebrating

African Descent

These young Uruguayan leaders of African
descent are participating in a leadership
course sponsored by UBUNTU Development
for Social Transformation for People of
African Descent. A grant from the Muste
Institute’s Adalys Vizquez Solidarity Travel
Fund will allow one of them to travel to Costa
Rica in October for the World Afrodescendant
Youth Summit. Read more about this and
other recent Adalys Fund grants in the online
version of Muste Notes.
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A Decade of Solidarity with Palestine

by Dave Reed, ISM-USA Volunteer

In its 10th anniversary year, the
International Solidarity Movement
(ISM) continues to support nonviolent
Palestinian organizing in opposition to
Israeli repression in the occupied West
Bank and Gaza Strip.

ISM activists in Gaza worked with
the Free Gaza Movement in anticipation
of the arrival of the Freedom Flotilla II in
June. Although the flotilla was unable to
complete its journey, it focused
international attention on Israel’s siege
of Gaza. ISM volunteers in Gaza also
worked with the Civil Peace Service
(CPS), which maintains a boat to
monitor Israel’s human rights abuses
against Palestinian fishermen. Vittorio
Arrigoni, an Italian ISM activist killed
earlier this year in Gaza, helped initiate
this project. CPS video footage has made
headlines around the world,
documenting Israeli attacks on unarmed
Palestinian fishermen off the Gaza coast.

ISM volunteers in Gaza also support

towns like Beit Hanoun where residents
regularly organize protests to demand
access to their farmland; Israel has
declared an off-limits “buffer zone”
extending into Gaza, rendering around
20% of Gaza’s land inaccessible. Israeli
soldiers sometimes shoot people
attempting to access their farmland in
the “buffer zone.”

In the West Bank, ISM works closely
with the residents of Bil'in village, who
over six years have built a nonviolent
resistance movement opposing Israel’s
“Apartheid Wall” and land confiscations.
The village won an historic victory
recently when the Israeli army finally
moved a section of the wall, liberating
some land previously sequestered for
settlements. ISM also actively supports
protests in the villages of Nil'in, Beit
Ommar, Nabi Saleh and Kufr Qaddoum
against the wall and the settlements.

As September approaches and the
possibility of a vote on Palestinian
statehood at the United Nations draws

Women protest at the Erez crossing in Gaza
last year after Israel imposed an off-limits
“buffer zone.”

closer, Palestinian civil society has called
for mass nonviolent protests against the
Occupation. With help from the Muste
Institute’s sponsorship, ISM will be
there to support these demonstrations
and to continue our nonviolent work for
Palestinian freedom.

From jaffa. Gate (continued from page 1)

people, which would naturally attract a
lot of media, and I expected the protest to
be extremely peaceful. And it was.

The meeting place was at Jaffa Gate
in West Jerusalem, by 2:15pm there was
a huge crowd of people, we were all
told to pick up flags and posters all
provided by the organization. I must
say I felt pretty strong with one of the
solidarity flags, everyone could see it.

Human Rights in Gaza

July 17-21, 2011: The Training Unit of the
Palestinian Centre for Human Rights
(PCHR) carried out a 20-hour training course
in human rights and democracy with 21
participants from the Palestinian Liberal
Youth Union (PLYU) in Gaza City. The
Muste Institute is a fiscal sponsor for PCHR,
facilitating support from U.S.-based donors
and foundations for the Gaza-based
organization’s work promoting human rights.
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The crowd was very diverse;
children, babies, teenagers, old people,
handicapped people, Jewish, Muslim
and the list continues with all the
people I could not identify from a first
glance. That was also powerful, that
such diverse groups of people had the
same ideas and were willing to openly
speak up about it.

Everyone marched the three
kilometers to Sheikh Jarrah chanting
slogans such as “When we say
apartheid, you say: fight back, fight
back.” There were drums, microphones,
everything to make our presence
known. Photographers climbed up
telephone masts, stood on bridges all
trying to catch the action.

I didn’t see any violence from the
police or the Israeli Defense Forces. It all
seemed so relaxed. I asked someone
why they don’t do this every week? Or
at least more frequently—apparently
you need a permit for a large
demonstration.

The protest ended at Sheikh Jarrah
with speeches from various influential
people regarding the solidarity process.
I looked through the media the
following two days and there was
almost no mention in the international
media, I was slightly appalled by this.

Does the media only want to report
about violent protests where things get
out of hand? Does violence provoke
international intervention?
Nevertheless I was happy to be a
part of the protest. It also gave me
reassurance that there are thousands of
people actively against the occupation.

A.J]. Muste

Memorial Institute

339 Lafayette Street, New York, NY 10012
phone (212) 533-4335 fax (212) 228-6193
email: info@ajmuste.org
website: www.ajmuste.org
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Nonviolence Training Grants, July 2010 - June 2011

The Muste Institute’s International Nonviolence Training Fund (INTF) makes grants
for nonviolence trainings outside the ULS. or in indigenous communities within the ULS.
The next deadline is December 2, 2011. Guidelines and application forms are on our website
at www.ajmuste.org/ quidintf.htm. Between July 2010 and June 2011, the INTF made the
following seven grants totaling $17,061:

Amani Communities Africa,
Nairobi, Kenya: $2,000 in April 2011 for
a training with 20 youth performing
artists from the Kibera, Mukuru and

Frontier Indigenous Network, Wajir,
Kenya: $2,500 in April 2011 for an
Indigenous/Pastoralist Communities
Training, building capacities and skills

Mathare informal settlements in among women and youth peace-
Nairobi County, equipping them with builders from warring communities to
knowledge about and skills in nonviolently engage their communities

nonviolence and gender issues for the
purpose of replicating the training
throughout their communities using art
as a medium.

in resolving resource conflicts.

Minyiri Development Group,
Kisumu, Kenya: 2,000 in April 2011 (via
sponsor Chemchemi Ya Ukweli) for a
four-day training in Basic Active
Nonviolence in May 2011 with 30 local
community leaders, with the goal of
increasing their understanding of the
value and effectiveness of nonviolence
and encouraging them to initiate
alternative dispute methods.

Miramida Centar - Regional
Peacebuilding Exchange, Groznjan -
Grisignana, Croatia:  $3,000 in

December 2010 for a nonviolence
training involving Croatian war
veterans in a campaign to create a non-
governmental voice in a truth and
reconciliation process to help document
and investigate war crimes.
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Performing artists from Nairobi carry out a
skit about their own experiences of the 2007-
2008 post-election violence in Kenya as part of
a nonviolence training organized in August
2011 by Amani Communities Africa.

Arab Educational Institute (AEI-
Open Windows), Bethlehem, Palestine:
$2,900 in June 2011 for a training with
women at the Sumud Story House to
help them prepare for an open air art
installation (Wall Museum) challenging
the Israeli Wall around Rachel’s Tomb
in the north of Bethlehem. Sumud
means resilience in Arabic.

Above: Croatian war veterans (pictured here)
and peace activists break out into separate
groups to deconstruct stereotypes and
prejudices at a training in Groznjan organized
in June by Miramida Centar — Regional
Peacebuilding Exchange.
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Left: Palestinian women of the Sumud Story
House perform in front of the Separation Wall
in northern Bethlehem during the Third Sumud
Festival, summer 2011. An INTF grant to the
Arab Educational Institute will help the women
develop new strategies to challenge the Wall.
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Young peace activists from throughout the
Balkan region address gender prejudices in a
nonviolence training organized by Mladinski
Inicijativi (Youth Initiatives) in Stuga,
Macedonia, August 17th-21st.

Mladinski Inicijativi (Youth
Initiatives), Skopje, Macedonia: $2,000
in April 2011 for “Balkan Youth Peace
Actions”, a five-day nonviolence
training bringing together young
activists from the region and giving
them an opportunity to explore the
ways and means of mutual regional
peace activism.

Mouvement International pour la
Réconciliation 4 Madagascar (FIEFA /
MIR-MAD), Toamasina, Madagascar:
$2,661 in April 2011 for the “Promotion
of youth of peace into the Atsinanana
Region of Madagascar” training project,
strengthening the capacity of young
leaders and peace promoters of
Toamasina, Brickville and East Fenerive
in peacekeeping and conflict prevention.

Nonviolence Training
Needs Support!

Your donations are needed to
sustain the International
Nonviolence Training Fund, so more
people can learn how to collectively
apply the theory and practice of
nonviolent action to effective
campaigns for social justice. The
INTF’s grantmaking focuses on
building local training capacity
throughout the world, especially in
areas where funding is scarce. To
support this important work,
indicate “INTF” on the memo line of
your check or when designating
your online gift to the Muste
Institute. Please donate now!
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ESSAY SERIES ON NONVIOLENCE

A. J. Muste Meme

ILARBAR
DEMING

BARTIN LUTHER

On KING, Jn.
Revolutio| . Laving Your
And Ernermies

Exquilibri = Letter from a

Hirmingham Jail

Declaration of
Independence
Fronee the War in
Vietnam

#1: Martin Luther King,
Jr. — America’s leading
apostle of human dignity —
Loving Your Enemies; Letter
from a Birmingham Jail;
Declaration of Independence
from the War in Vietnam.
Also in Spanish — see #13.

#2: Barbara Deming —
the feminist connection to
nonviolence — On
Revolution and Equilibrium

#3: Henry David Thoreau
— the original architect of
resistance — On the Duty of
Civil Disobedience

#4: Jessie Wallace
Hughan — suffragist, peace
activist, founder of the War
Resisters League — Pacifism
and Invasion; On Duelling

#5: Emma Goldman —
fiery orator, anarchist,
agitator for peace and
liberation — Preparedness:
The Road to Universal
Slaughter; The Individual,
Society and the State

#6: Rosa Luxemburg —
courageous leader of
Germany’s democratic
socialist movement —
Prison Letters
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Universal|  Who Has
Slawghler|  The Spiritual
. Atom Bomb
» The Indie:
Society ar
The State

#1:A. ). Muste — foremost
20th Century Pacifist
theoretician and activist,
minister, socialist — Who Has
the Spiritual Atom Bomb?

#8: On Wars of
Liberation — thres

Gandhi's position

#10: Paul Goodman —
pacifist, anarchist, activist —
The Morality of Scientific
Technology; The Psychology
of Being Powerless

#1 1: Some Writings on
War Tax Resistance —
thoughts, poems, tales
from resisters, including
Juanita Nelson, Allen
Ginsberg and Pete Seeger

#12: Sidney Lens —
peace and labor activist,
socialist, occasional
political candidate — six
articles spanning three
decades on the state of
the U.S. labor movement

#13: (Spanish) Martin
Luther King, Jr. —
Spanish language

DAVID

McREYNOL|
JEANNETTE
a RANKIN
Philosophy “Two Votes
of . Against
Nonviolen( War” and
Other
Writings

on Peace

translation of Loving Your
Enemies, Letter from a
Birmingham Jail and
Declaration of
Independence from the
War in Vietnam.

#14: Jeannette Rankin
— first woman in Congress,
suffragist, pacifist — “Two
Votes Against War” and
Other Writings on Peace

The Essays of A.J. Muste

Edited by Nat Hentoff, preface by Jo Ann O. Robinson. Originally issued in 1967, this 500-page
edition includes Muste’s “Notes for an Autobiography,” plus essays on pacifism, civil rights, trade

unionism and foreign policy, written between 1905 and 1966.

Essay Series

#15: David McReynolds
— longtime activist with the
War Resisters League,
Socialist Party presidential
candidate — A Philosophy of
Nonviolence

i Peace Agitator: The

i Story of A.J. Muste,

i by Nat Hentoff. A

i 250-page biography
with many photos,

: profiling the

: ‘grandfather’ of the

i US. peace

{ movement —

i minister, labor

i activist, pacifist and
resister. Introduction :
i by Larry Gara.

Wear Your

Peace Shirt.

Muste Institute t-shirts
are black cotton with a
four-color geometric
design and the words:
“There is no way to peace,
peace is the way —A.
Muste” Available in large
and extra large. Shirts
are made in the US.A.

IFYOU USE THIS FORM, SHIPPING IS FREE—SEND IN YOUR ORDER TODAY!

Quantity

1 Martin Luther King, Jr.

2 Barbara Deming

3 Henry David Thoreau

4 Jessie Wallace Hughan

5 Emma Goldman

6 Rosa Luxemburg

7 A.J. Muste

8 Or-Warsoftiberation —_—
g j—
10 Paul Goodman
11 War Tax Resistance
12 Sidney Lens
13 Martin Luther King, Jr. (Spanish)
14 Jeannette Rankin

David McReynolds

Pamphlets (total gty:)
Sampler Pack

The Essays of A.J. Muste:
Peace Agitator.

TShirts: (L) (XL)

1 am enclosing a tax-deductible contribution for the Muste Institute’s

x $20.00 *
x $5.00 *
x $15.00

x $2.00 each ($1.40 each for 20 or more)
x $20.00 (one each of all 13 available pamphlets)

work promoting active nonviolence and social justice:

* for bulk rates, contact the Muste Institute office

SHIP TO
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$

TOTAL ENCLOSED  $

Please make check or money order
payable to AJMMI and send to:
A.J. Muste Memorial Institute
339 Lafayette St.

NY, NY 10012
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